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To the Worſhipful Robert Bateman Eſq; the 
Treafurer, and the reſt of the I rultces 
for the Free- School in VWhite-Chappel. 


GENTLEMEN, 
oy NCE I prevail d with you, to my Aiſiſtance in 


the Management of theſe Poor Children, Things 
have been carry'd on _ ſo oy 8 and 
* ſuch a proſpect ture Good, that I think my ſel 
44 5 — being before Men, as, I truſt, 7 75 g 
one time, do before God, and the Angels of Heaven. 

And particularly, I muſt acknowledge, your Approba- 
tion of that Method, I thought neceſſary to propoſe for 
their InſlruTion ;, for it has been a great Encouragement 
and Comfort to te to find you ſo unanimouſly agree to 
| thoſe Articles which I laid before on; this confirm'd 
me more, with what Sincerity and Reſolution you were 
fix*d, to promote the Noble Charity we met about. 

Such Meaſures as theſe bode and foretel the Flouriſh- 
mnt of our School; and there is no Succeſs that I will 
rot hope for, whilſt you are thus diſpoſed to Unity 
and Agreement, the Strength, the Harbinger of the 
A RT, and Proſperity of any Government what- 
Yver. | 

[his is what has moſt inclin d me, and ever will, to 
liſten, with pleaſure, to your Requeſts; that has diſ- 
pd me ſo often to aſſure you, that ſo far as "tis poſ- 
lle for me, I always ſhall be ready to comply with, 
aud be exceedinely determined by your Advice. 

Jon know we have, each of ws, a Province in the 
Management of this Aﬀair + Lis my Concern, chiefly, 

| to 
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Ife Dedication. 


to ſee that theſe Poor Children be inſtructed in the True 
Principles of the Chriſtian Faith, which, by the race 
of God, I ſhall faithfully take Care of. *[is yours to 
have them taught what ſhould fit them for their coming 
into the World, in order to an honeſt way of living in 
it, to ſee them Cloathd, to receive the Supplies which 
the Providence of God will furniſh us withall, and 10 
diſpenſe them faithfully according to your Diſcretion . 
"Tis Both our Buſeneſs ta ſecure a Regular Method of 
good Diſcipline and Order, which, 1 think, we have 
ſuſſiciently provided for. | 
Let us go on, then, cheerfully, aud not doubt of the 
Bleſſing of God upon. our Ondertaking : We have not 
hitherto been without it; nay, I may venture 10 ſay, 
that we have the Advantage of our Neighbours in ſeve- 
ral reſpeFs. We have a School that's Founded after 
the Good Old Engliſh way, after the Primitive Man- 
ner of Pious Chriſtians z It. was, you know, at the 
* Mr. Davenant Exæpęnce of one of my Worthy Predecefſors, whole 


who gave Memory, therefore; ſhould. be continud from Gene- 
5col, to build 1 
it, 


| 
| 
| ] 
ration to Generations and I rejoyce at this Occaſion | 
f doing my. Part towards it, | 


But beſides. this we. have, among ſeveral others, one \ 
. wery, happy Inſtance of the Divine Providence, in fa. \ 
Th 7 155 good Deſien; I mean, in that Thoujand r 
Pounds which was ſo. lately ſent us, upon the ſame 
Foundation, by an unknown Perſon, whoſe Generous h: 
Charity is not only expreſs'd in Characters of Cold in C 
our, (Burch, but in a more Glorious and Living Mo- m 
nument, in indeleble and ſhining Characters above. IM i 
Now tbeſe are Sufficient Arguments to CONUINCE us, Up 


and to in ſpire in i 4 Noble Confidence that we ſhall 90 
never want Supplies, ſo long as we do our Parts, 7» In 
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Fooliſhneſs is bound in the Heart of a 
Child But the Rod f Correction 
ſhall drive it far from bim. 


Productions have the meaneſt Aſpe& in their 
Natural Roughneſs and Untrim : Thus Gold 
and the moſt Coſtly Jewels, appear originally 

but of a dim Complexion, till the one is purified by 
the Fire, and the other poliſh'd by the Art of Man: 

The Parallel will hold good even in Humanity it 
ſelf ; nay, by how much the more glorions Human 
Nature is above the reſt of the Creation on this ſide”, · 
Heaven ; by ſo much the more is Mankind, in his 
depraved Natural Eſtate, ſully*d and eclipſed, whilſt 
his Immortal Soul, that Fewel of great price, that 
Medal of God, is ſhrouded and confin'd within a 
Maſs of fordid; ſenſual Clay, and degenerate Cor- 
c HB L901 D IT SD. es 

lt is, therefore, highly. requiſite, that Nature ſhould 
havælikewiſe ſome aſſiſtance in this Caſe; that great 
Care ſhould be taken about a Treaſure of fo ineſti- 
mable a Value as this is; eſpeeially conſidering the 
happy Conſequences of a timely Application; how 
upon the firſt Dawnings of Reaſon in a Child, the 
Soul may be fixed in a true Light, and by an Early 
Inſtruction there may be ſuch a Foundation laid of 
z00d-Principle, and right Reaſoning, as may drive 

/ B away 


| is Obſervable in Nature, that its moſt valuable 
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away that Fooliſhneſs that is, at firſt, naturally bound 
in the Heart of Man. 

Mankind is the moſt proper Objett of. Inſtruction; 

and though, indeed, it may be true of the mere ſen- 

* offcia etiam ſit ive part of the Creation, what that * Moraliſt has 
4 Jentiunt. told us, that Management will tame the ſavagensſs of 
mT wild Beafts, make them flexible in their Natures, and 
to fawn upon their Keepers ; yet it never can be ſo 

rightly. placed, never be more. neceſſarily required, 

nor more importantly received, than by him that 

has an Underſtanding to be informed, a Will to be 

directed, and an Immortal Soul to be guided to Sal- 


vation. 


To. Eliforee the Necellity of this i it was, that the 


Wiſe Man has advis'd us in another place, wot to 


ov. 23*13: withhold Corredtion from. 4 Child; and "der he tells 
us, that ge ſhall not dhe And the Son of Syrach 
(has PRE. the Negligence of an Early Dit inne 
5 he of FR eee upon many acconnts 
ch he has moſt excellently repreſented: in the 3eth 
. of % ver. 98. An Horſe, ſays he, not hroben le- 
cometh head ſirong ʒ and a Child left to bimfelf will 

be wilful. And therefore he adviſes a little after; 
Neciuſ. 39.1 2. Bom oh his Neck whilſ hy 7s Young, leaſt he wax 
ſtubborn, and be diſobedient, aud bring Sorrow 10 thy 

Heart So true is that of the Preacher in my Text; 
Fooliſhneſs is bound in the Heart of a Child: But the 

| Rod of Correction ſhall drive it far from bim. 

By. the Rod of Corre@ion is to be underſtood, not 
an immoderate Chaſtiſement inflicted, as ſome di- 

(eto ſuroe. ſtinguiſh, * with a blind and an itaprudent Kage, 
1895 without that Moderation and Diſcretion which the 
ae of thats Years NIGER: But it is that 
| 7 Modeſt 
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ef an Early Educurion. 8 


Modeſt Diſcipline ad which gently does Inform, and x Na cam th 
put ito” the Mind good. Principle and Inſtrudtion G 


1 0 , 
4.3 pu 3c mn COM tun 


that wheteas the Seeds of mere Original Corruption ca 


ſpring up.apace, whercas we bring a proneneſs with 

$ us, into the World, to Sin, and to go Wrong; by 

f nipping them in the Bud, and gently. reſtraining tho 

1 [5ofer; Paflions in our tender Years, there, is à fait 

0 proſpect, by the Grace of God, that Fogdlithneſs 15 

| not fo bound up in the corrupted Heart, but by this 

it means vicious Nature may be check'd into a Su 

e Diſpoſition; and all thoſe idle over-weening Appc- / Mi 
[- tites which naturally predominate in the Old; Maa, 11 

may be removed and driven far from him. 1 

1 5 b t. ” 
to In Difconrſing, therefore, upon theſe Words, E 
Ils ſhall, in the Firſt Place, inſiſt upon the abſolute Ne- 0 
00 ceflity of an Early and Correct Education. % 
ne Secondly, I fhall enlarge a little upon the Excel- 1, 
” fency of that Chriſtian and truly Charitable, Deſign, = 
th _ now a- foot, of Educating the Children of the N 
he- 5 | | by 
vill Thirdly, Iwill addreſs my ſelf to that particular 3 
IT 5 Occaſion that call'd me hither. IS | 

PAX | | 

thy And Firft then, The Neceſſity of a very Early and 

xt: Correct Education will appear from theſe ſeveral 

the Conſiderations. | | 

1. From the expreſs. Command of God, who has 

not Hmoyrd-us to Inform them Early in the Knowledge 

di- of their Maker, how to Remember their Creator, im Eceleſ. 12. 1. 

noe, the days of their Youth; that we ſhould ſet. before 

the their Eyes Him, who is the Light of the World ; that John 2. 12 

that we ſhould ſhew them, upon the firſt Dawnings of 
deft * B 2 their 
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| their Reaſon, the propereſt Objects for their tender 
(| Faculties to work upon; and ſo ſoon as they can 
| diſtinguiſh between Good and Evil, that we ſhould 
| enamour them with the Excellencies of Vertue and 
4 Religion by the moſt familiar Methods that can be 
| thought upon ; to make them in love with Truth 
and Honeſty, Modeſty and Innocence, in order to 
the better Conduct of the future part of their Lives; 
to regulate their Appetites, and create in them 4 
firſt Love of Good, that they may ſavonr of Life 
anto Life, and reliſh and be inflam'd betzmres with a 
Zeal and Deſire towards Holy Things; that we 
ſhould teach them upon what account it is that they 
are to love, and fear, and obey God; to impreſs 
them deep with the great Traths of the Rewards 
and Puniſhments of another World ; that they may 
begin their Journey towards Heaven almoſt ſo ſoon 
as they can go, and be deter'd from Evil by that 
time they begin to think or to reflect, and to praiſe 
their God ſo ſoon as they can ſpeak - In ſhort, to 
tincture and imbue them with ſuch wholeſome No- 
tions of Religion and Chriſtianity, that being thus, 
as Blefled St. Paul expreſſes it, intormed in the C/ 
Nom. 1. 15. pel of Chriſt, which is the Power of God unto Salva- 
tion, they may be truly ſaid to be brought up, as 
the ſame Holy Apoſtle otherwhere exhorts, tz he 

Epe + Nurture and Admonition of the Lord. 
This is what we are enjoyn'd, in the Holy Scrip- 
ral 5. 3. tures, by Him who has eſtabliſhed a Teſtimony in Ja- 
cob, and appointed a Law in Iſrael, which he command- 
ea our Fathers that they ſhould make them known unto 
their Children. 
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The Jews were indiſpenſably commanded to bring 


1 their Firſt- fruits into the wine of God; they were Exod. 34. 26. 
4 oblig d to offer up, in ſomething that the Law ap- 
4 pointed, their Firſt-born ; and how much more | 
0 ought we to offer up the Firſt-born of our Childrens "Mi 
h Days to God ! To devote the prime and morning of wi 
0 their Years to the Knowledge and Worſhip of their * 
s Maker: Certainly this muſt needs be to fulfil his * 
a Will concerning them ; it muſt needs be a Sacrafice 3 
ife moſt acceptable i» His ſigbt, when we endeavour to * 
La confirm their Baptiſmal Vows, by laying the Foun- 7 
We dation of good Inſtruction in them, which is the W. 
cy moſt probable Means to the Performance of thoſe 7 
els Vows of God upon their Souls. 1 
rds When the Diſciples of our Bleſſed Saviour would q 
nay have prevented the introduction of thoſe young PB 
JON Children into his Preſence, whom their Parents s 
hat brought before Chriſt, He reſented it ſeverely; for 1 
aiſe b the Text tells us, that He was much diſpleaſed when Mak 10. K;, hi 
to he ſaw it, and ſaid unto them, Suffer the Little Chil- 15. "1 
No- dren to come unto me, and forbid them not ; for of b 
-hus, ſuch is the Kinedom of God. And He took them up 1 
Go WW" bis Arms, and he put his Hands upon ther, and he p 
alva- Bleſſed them ! RR: | | 3 
p. as W Now this ſhews us what is the Will of God in re- 1 
* lation to theſe Little Ones, that we ſhould take all 5 
poſſible Care about them, to Improve them in every 1 
SCIIP- Thing that they are capable of; to fit and qualiſie ko 
» J. ben in every reſpect for God's Bleſſing; and that 4 
nand- 


Cod will be much diſpleaſed with thoſe, though 
+ unto bey be really (his own and true) Diſciples, who are 
ply ways deficient in this moſt acceptable Work, of 
preparing and introducing them before him that be 
The ) receive and Bleſs them! Bur, 2. The 
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The Neceſſity and Advantage 
2. The Neceſlity of this Duty will appear fron 
the cxceoding Worth and Value of the Object 
Children ate emphatically faid to be the Gift o. 
God; ' Bebol:t, fays the Pfalmift, the Fruit of ths 
Womb is aun Heritage, and Gift that cometh of th; 
Lord, Pſal. 127. When Cod, that is, is pleagd to 
Blefs exceedingly, he confers this Favour upon hi, 
Servants, in which all the Bleflings of this Wort: 
center and are comprized, and therefore are they 
be look d after with the utmoſt Care and Circun- 
ſpection: As the Arrows are in the Hand of a mighty 
Ma, ſa are the Children of the Tonth, Plat. 127. 4, 
Theſe are their Parents Glory and their Support, the 
Strength ot their Age and their Defence; By theft 
we are Immortal and live unto Poſterity; By thetic 
the Memory of the Righteous endureth, and their 
Names continue from Generation to Generation : 
And fhall not common Prudence, then, oblige us to 
direct and guide them in the Ways of Vertue and 
Religion! that we may not only barely live in them, 

1 but live in them to future Glory and Reputation. 
i The neceflary Means to which, is to train them 
bi up betimes in Vertue and Religion: For the Wit: 
Son of Syrach has moſt truly repreſented this Calc : 
Ec:luſ. 30. 3, He that teacheth his Son grieveth the Enemy, and be- 
2 fore his Friends he ſhall rejoyce of him : And thong 
his Father dye, yet he is as though he were not dead : 
1 for he , hath left one behind him that is like himſelf - 
i While he lived he ſaw, and he rejoyced in him ; and 
4 | when he dy d he was not ſorrowful : For he left behind 
him an avenger againſt his Enemies, and one that ſhall 


requite Kindneſs to his Friends. 
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* A ſtrange 
mere Infatuation againſt thein on Happineſs, who 


| neglet and are careleſs of the Education of their 


Children ? Some, and I fear too many, think it is 


enough if they can but provide for them the Barly- 
corn; if they can but make out to leave them an 
| Eſtate, a little Wealth behind them, they then ac- 


quicſce without farther Care about the Proviſion of 


the Better Part, as if they bad procur'd for them an 


Happineſs which, alas! they could never find ont the- 


; ſelves ! Others, through mere Indulgence, are often 
| accerlary to their Childrens Deſtruction, and fondle 


them to their Ruin, whilſt they imagine a Parental 
Care to conſiſt in mere Doatage and unreproving 


| Fondneſs, which, in reality, is pernicious, and indeed 


the orcateſt Cruelty and Injultice : : For without that 


| due and ſteddy Goverument that ought to be exer- 
| ciſed over them, thoſe Noblt Faculties which are 
capable to raife a Man tothe ſublime Contemplation 
of a Cherub, and to exalr Hinnam Nature to that of 


au Augel of God ; thoſe very Powers, 
oben vitiated and depraved, which 
they will be, it let looſe to the Sug- 
geltions of the World, the Devil ant themſelves. 
will Amk him below the: State even of the Brute 
Beaſts thar periſh. And theretore, 

3. Another Argument to this Duty may be drawn 
trom that innate Perverſeneſs, that rude Complexion, 
amd that pronenefs to Evil, which Human Nature! is 
o obnoxious to. bini 

t is wonderful to obſerve the ſtrange beecipltan- 
v of that which my Text calls 2% Fooliſhneſs bonnd 
9 10 * Heart of a Child; how unaccountably a 

pervert 


Failure chaos is it, Vote a 


Inti, Au 
Luxartant A — Ovid. Ep. 4 
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ef Nature operates thoſe new- born Creatures; 
how ſoon their Infant Paſſions, and all the Faculties 
both of Soul and Body run excentrick from the De- 
ſign and Providence of God in their Creation; and 
as if ſome evil Genius actuated thoſe little Fabricks, 
how ſoon deſtructive Objects ſtrike upon their Minds! 
Influencing them into a Zeal and Eagerneſs after 
thoſe Things that would certainly oftend them, and 
to an Indifference and Hatred of what is really for 
their Good ! Juſt as we ſee them ſometimes catch- 
ing raſhly at a Flame to put it to their Mouth. 

| This verifies that Character which the Royal Pro- 
1 phet has painted out our Original Corruption by, 
1 Fal 55. 3. even that we are eſtranged from the Womb, and go 
aſtray ſo ſoon as we are born. 

Now whilſt Nature runs. thus uncorrected, the 
Paſſions unreſtrained, and all the Faculties let looſe, 
unbridled and without Government, how muſt vain 
Man be brought up then, as Fob expreſſes it, /ike « 
wild Aſſes colt, to all the unthinking Follies and Ex- 
travagance, nay, to all the Counter-plots againſt 
Reaſon, and to all the fatal Wickedneſs and Vice 
that the Children of Wrath can be capable of com- 
mitting ! 

For as thoſe Faculties grow ſtronger by the in- 
creaſe of Years, Fleſh and Blood being (till the ſame, 
their Impetus to Evil will no leſs increaſe : Beſides, 
that Vice will ſtill grow more familiar, and conſe. 
quently more delectable and prefer d by a depraved 
Underſtanding, and a ſenſual and carnal Appetite; 
ſo that under this Head there can be no other pro- 
ſpe& than of building up the Man to Deſtruction, 
and ripening him for Hell-fire. 
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Job 11. 12. 
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| This, was, what deſtroyed a whole World once, 


Wes; even when God ſaw that every evil Imagination of the gen. 6. «, 6. 
alties WF Thoughts of Man's Heart was only evil continually : 

De. This made him to repent that he had formed ſuch a 

and Creature; and the Lord ſaid I will deſtroy Man. ver. 7 
TICKS, Behold then, in theſe evil Conſequences, the Ne- 

inds! ceſlity, the Indiſpenſable Duty ot an Early Founda- 

= tion in Piety and Vertue, and Religious Education, 

ane 


WW remembring that as the Rod and Reproof will certain- 
y tor i ly give Wiſdom, ſo on the other hand, a Child left Prov. 9. : 5. 
atch- to bimſelf bringethb his Mother to ſhame. | 
And it therefore thou wouldſt be happy in thy 
Pro- Children, if really thou loveſt them and wouldit 


n by, conſult their Good, in thy Prudence chaſtize them in K «lot. 30.13. 
nd go due time, leſt their lem Behaviour be an offence unto 
thee : Let thy Prudence, I ſay, over-awe thy Fond- 
„the WP i, and let not thy Indulgence be the cauſe of their 
looſe, W Deſtruction :+ But conſider with thy ſelf what is thy 
1 indiſpenſable Duty in this Caſe, and diſcharge thy 


ſelf in it faithfully, as thou expects to anſwer it 

ad Ex- WF before God * : And when thou refleFeſt upon thine * Pribum Pa- 
aint WW oe failings in thy Duty, for want of a better duc ase 17 py 
d Vice WF tion le ſure to tale great Care that thy Child be better ſun prod 2 
com. taught, in that Point. 3 bo A e Plant. 

| Conſider, that it is the greateſt of Misfortunes that 
| an befal them to be ſooth d and fondled in their 
native Errors; and that it were even better for them 


wer't thou really to ſend them untimcly out of. the 


the in- 
e ſame, 
Zeſides, 


on World, than by thy Negligence, and want of Care, 
nr to ſuffer them to live out of the Fear of God, and 
E pro- la growing [tate of Evil, and in an headſtrong and 


mpetuous proneneſs and tendency to Sin: For then 
thou wouldſt indeed heap the Guilt upon thine own 
head: But they then would be happy and at peace 

C with 
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with God ; whereas now, through thy Fault, they 
alſo are ruſhing headlong into Ruin, and making 
haſte to purchaſe an inevitable Woe to all Eternity, 
And O what a diſmal and fad Aggravation muſt 
that needs be, when Parents and their Children ſhall 
meet together in Hell! When the Father ſhall hea; 
himſelf upbraided juſtly by his own Offt-ſpring, for 
that #1 Example, and that Negligence, which have 
been the great occaſion of bringing them, in a great 
meaſure, to that ſtate of endleſs Miſery and Lamen- 
tation! With what Horror, and graſhing of Teeth, 
will they hear their Children Curſing the Womb that 
bare them, and the Paps that gave them ſuck ! and 
that becauſe they have neglected their Inſtruction ; 
a Duty which Reaſon, and God, and Nature, have 
required of them ! | 
. Certainly it were much the better Courſe, to imi- | 
He». 12 6. tate God in our Paternal Love; for whom the Lord | 
loweth he chaſteneth, and ſcourgeth, every Son whom he 
recetveth. Nh = £ 
4. Another Argument of the Neceſſity of this Du- ÞÞ * 
ty, ſhall be from thofe Advantages which do natu- ” 
rally reſult from it. Ig 
And 1. By this means a good Habit will moſt cer- 
prov. 25-6. tainly be obtained Train up a Child in the way that R 
he ſhould go, and when he is old he will not depart from WF "' 
it But according as good Principles are then en- 
* Poma dat graffed in him, * ſuch will be the Fruit in the proper 
autom. ſeaſon. By this means Religion, and every Chriſtian 
rtl. 119. 105. Duty, will become grateful and agreeable ; her way! 
will be the ways 7 pleaſantneſs, and all her pull. 
peace + And indeed, how can ſuch a one be ſupposd 
to go amiſs, who has been informed in the Word 0! 
Plal. 19. 9. God, which IS A Lamp unto the Feet, and 4 Liebt ue 
to 
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% hir Paths '! How can he fail in the Important Bu- 
ſineſs of his Soul, who has, implanted in him, the 


Fear of God which does endure for ever | How can he wits. 15. 2 


be overcome by any Malignity or Diſtemper of his 
Mind, who has been taught the Word of G 
healeth all thines ! In a word, How can ſuch a one 
ever be defeated by the Devil or the World, who is 
inveſted with he Power of God unto Salvation ! 
Whereas without theſe Aids, which are attainable 
only from a Pious Education, inſtead of being fortifi- 
ed againſt the Aſſaults of their Spiritual Enemies, 
Nature will rebel for want of Principle, and inſtead 
of Grapes and food Fruit, bring forth nothing but 
four Grapes and every Evil Work. Thus we may ob- 
ſcrve how ſome Children will tremble at the Appre- 
henfions of having told an Untruth, whereas others 
ſhall Swear and Blaſpheme without Regret : So hap- 
py is the Conſequence, of a mature Inſtruction, that 
ir makes Goodneſs as inſeparable to our Practice, as 
either Food or Breathing is neceſſary to Life; that it 
makes © Younger Years well led, as the Sweetneſs of 
* a Roſe, whoſe Fragrancy remaineth when the 


| © Leaves are dry. 


2. This not only qualifies them for the Duties of 


Religion ; but it alſo recommends them to the Fa- 
vour and Service of Mankind, and renders them ca- 


pable of becoming valuable Members of any State 


and Government whatſoever ; for Nothing can bet- 
ter recommend any one to the good opinion of the 
World, than a Temper whoſe Natural Roughneſs is 


taken off, and the Paſſions ſmooth'd and ſoftned in- 


to Mildneſs and Humanity, whoſe Judgment is ſca- 
ſon'd with a Principle of Honeſty, and Integrity, 
and Faithfulneſs both to God and Man: This cer- 


C 2 tainly 


od which Rom. 18 
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tainly muſt be that Wiſdom of which that Wiſe Man 


om degree, and maketh him to fit among great Mey ; 

This muſt needs be the propereſt Means, and the 

molt probable, to raife a Family, and to Improve 

our Names in them that ſhall deſcend 

| from us, and come after; * for it is the 

Goodnels and Vertue of a Man that raiſes the meaneſt 

out of the Duſt to be ſet among the Princes and Po- 

tentates of the Earth: And the Providence of God has 

ſo contriv'd this matter, that the Pooreſt Man's Child 

has a Capacity, and, indeed, a right to this Qualifica- 

tion, and conſequently to this Reward of Induſtry 

*Ecc'sl. 11.5 and Merit. Thus, * The Bee is little among ſuch a; 
fly 5, but her Fruit is the chief of ſweet things. 

And, methinks, it ſhould more than a com- 
mon Argument to perſwade us to the utmoſt Care, 
and the moſt zealous. Solicitude about the Education 
of our Children, to conſider that ont of theſe, ſome: 
where, are to ariſe ſuch as are to be the greateſt En- 
gines of the State and Pillars of the Church; ſuch as 


* NVobilit is ſola eſt, atqʒ unica, Vitis. 


World; and ſuch as are to be the Apoſtles, Prophets, 
Patiriarchs and Rulers, of the next Generation. 
II ſhall fay little more to this Point, only, 

5. Sct before you ſome few of the Examples of 
the Heathens, and indeed, of other the moſt politick 
Nations of the World; from whence, I would in- 
fer, how all Mankind have univerſally agreed in the 
Importance and Neceſſity of this Duty. 

Now had it not been for this, we had never hear 
of thoſe profound and almoſt adored Sages, wholc 
Writings have been tranſmitted to-Poſterity for al- 
moſt Two Thouſand Generations But for this 1 

: ; hac 


LS 1 4 Un oats om 3 
47 


dv. 11.1, tells us, that it lifteth up the head of. him that is of 


are to be the Salt of the Earth, and the Light of ile 
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had been unacquainted ſtill with the Morals: of Se- 
neca, and Socrates*s Epiſtles, the Natural Divinity of 
Plato, the Political and Natural Diſcourſes of Pytha- 
goras and Ariſtotle 5 the.Ethicks and the Phyſicks, the 


others, too tedious to be repeated here. 
It was from hence that Athens was ſo famous to 
the World, even from the Politeneſs of its Inſtru- 
tions, which brought the more Refin'd Part of Man- 
kind within its Walls, to be fniſh'd in the Niceſt Ac- 
compliſhments of Learning from its Schools. 
The Jews prepar'd their Children at Five Years 
old, to be, as they calPd it, * the Sons, or Readers * Fil Lais. 
of the Law ; and at Thirteen they were ſuppos'd to , , 


de Re . 
Underſtand it, and accordingly they Received the . 


Paſſover, as a Sacrament, * as Sons of the Precept; „Fg 


. a X it, Joh. plan- 
and at Fifteen enter'd deeper into the Points of the teri blorj 


Talmud, or Caſuiſtick Law They were generally/*gnm Ratirc. 


prepared for their Worldly Buſineſs by that time they 


were Twelve Years old; as it is obſervable of our 
Bleſſed Saviour, that at this Age he did begin, @ is 


meg; dna, fo be about his Fathers Buſineſs. Lec. 2. 42. 


In the Ottoman Court it is look'd upon as their 


| profoundeſt Policy to maintain Academies, in which 


all forts of Jouth are educated and brought up, and 


by that means become the ſtrongeſt Staff, and great- 
elt Security to that Government. 


And, doubtleſs, it has been the great Support of 


| the Church of Rome, that it has had ſuch Nurſeries 
| of Youth, who have been brought up at the Feet of 
| their Carzaliels, without whoſe Learning and cunning 

| 9phiſtry, they never could have ſupported ſo ill a 


uſe. | 


Bleſſed be the Name of God ! that the Cauſe of 
the 
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the true Proteſtant Religion is ſo Plain and Ortho- 

dox, that it needs no Art of Jeſuitiſm to ſupport it: 

Nor did it ever yet want Men of Learning and Inj. 

grity to vindicate its Truth, and baffle its Oppoſers: 

But, fi/1, without ſome ſhare of Both theſe, the Beſt 

of Cauſes may ſuffer Prejudice; as one of our late 

moſt Reverend Prelates has obſerv'd in a Diſcourſ. 

of his upon this Subject, and in theſe words | 

+ 4, B. Till, © * Learning, ſays he, if it be under the Condutt | 

* of true Wiſdom and Goodneſs, is not only an 

* Ornament, but a great Advantage to the better 
{ 
a 


„„ 


Government of any Kingdom or Common- wealth. 

And now that I have Enforc'd the Neceſſity of 
an Early Education in general. I proceed in the 
next Place, 


F 
6 
Secondly, To ſpeak ſomething of the Excellency Þ 
of that truly Chriſtian and Charitable Deſign that's # y 
now a-foot of Educating Poor Children. 7 

And, verily, tho I can propoſe to add but little to W a 
what has been already ſaid in this Place, and upon 1 ?/ 
this Subject; yet I doubt not but the bare recolle&!- l 
on of it will be ſafficient, at leaſt in ſome meaſure, MW # 
to promote a Buſineſs of this Moment and Concern; m 
a Work indeed of that exceeding Conſequence, that th 
dare be poſitive to ſay, that the Happineſs and 55 
Welfare of the ſucceeding Generation does, very . 
conſiderably, depend upon it. Th 

It has been the conſtant Practice and Endeavour of by 
That Evil One, to interrupt the Growth and Flow WW W 
riſhment of Religion in all Ages, ly MW 
ſowing Ignorance, and ſetting his Engines WF rit 
a-work to interrupt all Opportunities of Learning and foi 
Education : Thus we find that in the Primitive * | off 

| | of 


* Barbarus has ſegetes. Virg. 
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of an Early Education. 15 
of Chriſtianity, * That Apoſtate interdicted Chriſtians * Julian vide 
the Advantages of Schools, out of this Policy, that for- 5 
want of a good Culture, and a ſound Inſtruction, 
they would in time be leſs able to Confute the Ido- 
latry and Falſe Worſhip of the Heathen ; therefore 
he forbad them Places of Inſtruction for their Youth. + Ne dert, 
And alas! from whence have ariſen all our Facti- ““ s <4: 7. 
ons and Schiſms, our unhappy Diviſions and Diffe- 


tences, but from the Blind Enthuſiaſm of the Igno- 


rant and Unlearned, who at leaſt have been the Tools 
to carry on the Projects of the cunning Jeſuit, and 
ſecret Atheiſt, againſt the pure Religion of Chriſt, 
and the Church of God ? 

Indeed, the havock that was made with all the 
publick Schools in this Kingdom, in the late Rebel- 


lion, have been no ſmall occaſion of the exceeding 


Latitude of theſe preſent Times; for when they 


were once transformed from the Seminaries of true 
| and faving Knowledge to the Seed-plots of barbarous 


and wild Tgnorance, having only the Blind to lead 


| the Blind, *tis no wonder then what Confuſions fol- 
| low'd after, both in Church and State; for Ignorance 
* the true Parent of all Preſumption. 
matters of Religion, how could they rightly Worfhip 
| that God, whom they did not rightly know £ And 


And, as to 


how could they know Him, of whom they could not Rom. 10. 14, 


| (rightly) hear £ And how could they hear without 


7 Teacher? Alas! how could it be ſuppoſed then, 
but that Religion ſhonld take its flight, or, if its 


Wings were clip'd, to fall into the Ditch ! 


To revive therefore and to imitate the Pious Cha- 
nty of former Times, by encouraging Places of 


bound Education, and eſpecially for ſuch as are not 
| otherwiſe in a Capacity of being inſtructed in the 


firſt 
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- firſt Rudiments of the Chriſtian Faith, as it is an lu. 
ſtance of the moſt Pious and Extenſive Charity, ſo 
is it, in truth, a great and necellary means to, and 
gives a fair proſpect of, the true Reformation of 
this ſucceeding Generation. 

And the Cod above can only tell whether we hay: 
any greater hopes left us, to repair the Ruins of 1 
declining, Church, and to reform the Viciouſneſs and 
engrain d Prophaneneſs, the Looſeneſs and Debau- 
chery, the Hypocriſy and Schiſm, Irreligion and 
Atheiſm, of the moſt extravagant and incorrigibl: 
People that the Sun almoſt ever ſhiu'd upon. 
Whether the Providence of God will furniſh us 
with any other means or not; molt certain ' tis, that 
a Work ſo truly Chriſtian, of fo univerſal a Good, 
if I underſtand it right, cannot fail, at leaſt, of the 
Bleſſing of God upon them and their Families, hu 
are engag d in its Encouragement, no leſs than of the 
happy Iſſues of Life to them that are its Objects. 

Aud therefore as it is the Nobleſt and moſt Gene- 
rous Deſigu that poſſibly could enter into the Hearts 
of Chriſtian Men, fo is it as much their own Happi- Þ * 
nels, and in the end will reſt upon them and theilt. 

For we can imagine nothing more Acceptable to 
God, nor conſequently more Bleſſed to Man, than os 
have ſuch a Pious Care of Them that are in a doub!. 
ſenſe, His Family of Children: To give them wor 
than a Cup of cold Water, which yet never failed 
its Ble{ſing ! But to feed them with the Bread of Life! 
to take them to the Fountain of living Water ! 0 
how muſt it needs ſtrike upon our Souls, and warn 
us with a Zeal. to forward ſo good a Work with al a 
poſſible Induſtry and Help! Eſpecially when we cou 
ſider what our Bleſled Saviour tells us, Mat. 18. 4 
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It is not, ſays he, your Father's Will that one of theſe 
Little Ones ſhould periſh! As if he had ſaid, Cod ne- 
ver ſent them into the World in ſuch a Condition of 
Poverty and Helpleſneſs, that they ſhould yet want 
that Divine Nouriſhment, without which they mult 
endure a Spiritual Famine, and their Souls periſh. O! 
No! this is by no means the Will of God; but there- 
tore has he left them helpleſs of themſelves, to give 
us an Opportunity to diſcharge our Truſt, as their 
Guardians and Stewards in this World. 

And when we contider that we are they whom God 
has thus Entruſted, by committing his Treaſure into 
our Hands to feed them, with what Pleaſure is it an 
what a ſecret Comfort, when we are /cadine ther: 
into the green Paſtures, and heeping then from Hell ! 
Were there no other Reward that did attend this Care, 
methinks the preſent Reflection on it were enough 
to preponderate and weigh down the Trifle of our 
Concern and Expence about them. 

This, I do conceive, has been the main Spring that 
has ſet the whole Nation a-work about this accept— 
able Service 3 that has made Men of ail Sorts and 
Perſwaſions agree in this, that vo ought al/, without 
cxception, to help to our utmoſt Aid towards the In- 
ſtruction and Building up of Poor Children. 

We have an Account in the Life of one of our 
Arch-Biſhops, of a certain Foreigner, who, having 
enquir'd what Books that molt Reverend Prelate had 
[« forth, was told, that he had Publiſh'd ſome in 


Defence of the Eccleſiaſtical Government; but it was 


told him beſides that he had done ſome other Valu- 


able Works, for he had Fonnded an Hoſpital, and 
a Free School ; upon which he preſently replyed, 
5 D 


That 
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* profit Fnſpital2 ad ſuble v. num 8 That an Hoſpital to ſuſtain 
Paujertatem OG Erudiendum Javentu- the Poor, and a School to train 
tem ſunt optimi Libri 405 Archi. yiſco- oy up Youth 5 Arc the worthic(t 
2 e ee eo Lac in &. Books that an Arch-Biſhop could 

poſſibly ſet forth. 

Indeed, I cannot conceive what one Act of Mere, 
or Goodneſs can be deemed greater than this 1s, 
take Children “ that are Poor, and Deſtitute of 
** Advantages of Education, and bring them up i in 

the Knowledge and Fear of God -—- Men Flor; 

in raiſing great and magnificent Structures, aud i 
a a fecret Pleaſure to ſee Setts of their own batting 8 
to grow up and flouriſh : But ſurely it is a greater 
and more glorious Work to build up a Man © 
ſce a Youth of our own planting, from the {m2 
Beginings and Advantages we have given him, 
grow up into a Conſiderable Fortune, to take roo! 
in the World, and to ſhoot up to ſuch a height, 
and to ſprcad his Branches ſo wide, that we, who 
at firſt planted him, may, our ſelves, find Comtor: 
and Shelter under his Shadow. 
And nothing can more promote fo good an End. 
than the Founding Schools for the Uſe of Poor Chil- 
dren, wherein they ſhall receive their firſt Impreſſions 
in true Wiſdom and the Fear of God, be habituatcd 
to Vertue and all Goodneſs, have a Foundation o. 
true and the moſt pure Religion laid within them 
where they fhall have their wilder Paſſions curb” 
and modell'd into a true Goverament : In ſhort 
where they ſhall be taught their whole Duty towards 
God and Man, Catechisd into the Knowledge 0! 
what is neceſlary to their Salvation, and faith ally 


diſpos d to Picty, Devotion and Obedience to 
God, 
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God, to Temperance, e Chaſtity a and Soberneſs towards 
themſelves, to Innocence, Integrity and Honeſty to 
all the World. 
For when they are thus furniſh'd with a good Prin- 
ciple, they arc then fitted for the bigger growth, in- 
iced for any Calling and Employ ment that natural 
ly they ſhall be found capable to engage in; yea, 
for any Diſpenſation and Providence of God con- 
cerning them; when once they be engratted in the 
Fear of God, they arc then prepared to grow up for 


3 
Fruit, an: 4 for : very good Thing. Come ye Children Fial. 34.11, tr. 


and l unbo me 7 will 3 you the Fea of the 

Lord. N Hat Man is he that defireth Life, and love!) 

many « days. &c. Let ſuch a one be taught the Fear 

of God in the firit place, and then, Lot wot thine Za * N 
Heart (up Sou) ene Sinners, but be Thorn in the Hes, . 
of the Lord all the day long for ſurely there ir an ei, 

or thou wilt then come to a good End) ad thing 
Tal ion ſhall not be cut off. 

This, then, is che Deſign, as I apprehend it, this 
the Noble Enterprise we undertake, in training up 
them that are Poor and Deſtitute in the Fear of God, 
3s the belt means of improving their preſent Circum- 
{tances here, and forwarding the Salvation of their 
Souls hereatter; as the beſt means, I ſay, of redu- 
eing them from the Condition of Va grants and 
Starvlings, to a Capacity of living well and comtor- 
tably here, and of doing Good in their Generation, 
tO Keg ir own and our future Recompence at te Ke 

ion of the Tuff, 

And verily. we have a proſpect that is well ground- 
| os for herein is our hope, even that when they 
hall grow up and be fix'd in their ſeveral Places mw 
Stations 5 in the World, they will live ſo as to be an 
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"Honour and Promotion of that Religion they have 
been brought up in, that from the Principles of Ho- 
neſty thus radicated in them, they will juſtly abhor 
that Double-mindedneſs and two fac'd Hypocriſy. 
that baſe and treacherous Deceitfulneſs, that Luke- 
warmnels and Indifferency to Good and Holy Things, 
which have made us ſo unhappy at this very day: 
From hence we may with reaſon hope, that they 
will be good Examples of Religion and Vertue to 
| ſorts, to all Degrees and Rank of Men, and that 
even thoſe of the Nobleſt Eſcutcheons may, in time, 


grow emnloys of their Light, and be aſhamed of 


their own Ignorance and Vice, when they ſhall be- 
hold therr ſhine before Men. 


Now, therefore, Men and Brethren, give me leave 
in the Third and Laſt Place, as I did propoſe, to 
addreſs my ſelf to the Particular Occalion that call 
me hither. 

It is to recommend to your Mercy the State of the 
Poor Children of this Pariſh, or rather, I would ſay, 
to encourage the Continuance of your Compaſſion to 
them; for 1 cannot indeed, in Juſtice, but take this 
Opportunity, and in the Name of God, and in Chriſt's 
lead, to acknowledge your Early Devotion to this 
Chriſtian Work : You have begun betimes; and 
have ſet forward the good Example ; and from the 
Conſequences of your prudent Care, even from thc 
Bleſſings of God that have fo conſtantly followed 
your good Intentions, we may well conclude that our 
Endcavours have been acceptable in his frebr. 

Behold there the Naked that you have Cloathed ! 
though indeed they will begin again to want Cloath- 
ng, "and without ſome new Providence to * 

mu 
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muſt needs ſuffer upon this account. Again, Behold 


there how you have fed the Hungry! I mean, with 


the Bread of Angels and the Food of Heaven whilſt 


you are eniding their Feet in the way of Peace / 


Give me leave only to recognize a little, to re- 
mind, and to expoſtulate with you about the happy 
Work that hour Hard hath found you to do for l 
am (ure the Subject cannot be ungratetul : And have 
vou conſider? d that tor theſe Things there 3s Ring- 


dom prepared for you from the Foundation of the Viorld! 
O! how great then is that Reward that is laid ip in 


ſtore, and that waits your appearance: For are no! 
your good Works, and eſpecially thofe of Charity and 
Mercy, regrſtred with (Jod? Yea ; they are regiſtred! 
they are written in the Book of Life ! And, 

Let me but ask you; Have you ever repented of 
ought that you have done towards the Afliſtance of 
theſe Little Ones? Has there not bcen a ſecret Charm 
I: every Act of your Charity and Kindneſs to them. 
hiſpering a ſtrange Peace and Complacency in your 
Minds upon the account of it! And now tell me, it 
Jou can, with what tranſporting Melody it is, that 
Jou have heard them at this time Sing your Praiſes 
Wit) God! whillt their Voices cry aloud, aud prerce, 


Y eccho with their Hallelujah's, and Glory to God. 
W jou their Bene factors, that are, now, directing 
% in their progreſs thither. 
\nd after this ſhall I need to Importunc ! Surely 1 
not urge any other Arguments to prevail with 
bit) a Cheerfulneſs in your Contributions to the 
burmuance and Carrying on a Buſineſs of this Mo- 
of this Nature and Reward. No; for why ſhould 
Feriwade them that have already ſhewn how they 
convinced in this Point? Only, 


* reach up to Heaven ; yea, whilit the Heavens ring 
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Only, it there be any lets: who have not hitheri 
been ſo happy, as yet to have engaged in this great 
Charity, and conſequently not partaken of its Re. 
ward; To them | would addreſs my ſelf in a tu; 
words; for I would have uone return from bens 
without a ſenſe of their Duty in this Caſe, nor with. 
out the Bleſſing that will, moſt certainly, attend it. 

To bring Offerings to God, ſozze way, the mc 
Inſtinct of Nature has conſtantly ſuggeſted as a Dur 
even from the beginning, and in all parts, 01 th 
World Thus Abel made an Oblation that was ple 
ling to his God. But now, to do Cood ant 75 (4 
mnunicate to the Diſtreſſed, is our Goſpel Sacr alice, 
that we are enjoined, as an Offering with which G. 
is well pleaſed. 

I have already been endeavouring to inform yo! 
how grateful to God that Sacratice muſt needs! be, t 
communicate and adminiſter to the Education of th. 
Children of the Poor, to give them, as it were, 
New Life, to Richteouſneſs "and Glory ! 

And Jer us but remember that what is doc vt 
the leaſt of theſe, ſhall one day, Þy your Jude: 
impnted as done unto himſelf, And tis Chriſt that 
vou, this ſhall be then a Teſt of your future Frys 
and that whatever Inſtances of your Charity you ſl 
expreſs this way, they ſhall in no Caſe be tor. 
by him, nor fail of his future Acknowledgm: 
when you ſhall come to be in your greateſt ſtrat 
and to have moſt need of his Know! ledge and Ft 
vour ; no not fo much as Cup of cold Mater, 1 
therc be but ſomething done in remembrance 0! H 
and for his ſake, werily, ſays he, ye ſhall in no n. 
loſe your reward, But from every one of us he © 
pets ſomething, in ſome ſenſe or other, accord 


10 


of an Early Education. 23 


— — 
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3 to our Capacities, and therefore he has aflurd us, 

Itherto that he will accept a Mite, when offer d in true Faith, 

S great as well as the greateſt Offerings into the Treaſury. 

its R. la his Holy Goſpel he tells us moſt particularly, 

a f hoe he will receive thoſe at that Great Day, who 

| Pence © have thus remembred Him in this World: Then ſhall Ait. 25 34 
1 with. the King ſay unto them, Come ge bleſſed of my Father, 

1 Fe WE inherit the Kingdom prepare for you from the foun- 

ny 2 E /ution of the World, And the Reaſon that he gives 

1D ber it, he tells us a little after, even becanſe ge fod e 


— — 
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ohe e hungry, cloath'd the naked, relievid the diſtreſſed, vt 
ens ce. Theſe things, he tells us, he will hen own as . 
done unto himſelf, For as mut us ye have done it Ver. 


era WF unto the leaſt of theſe my Brethren, ye have done it 
| into Me. | 
Let us look, then, with Pity upon that little Hock, 
echo are leaſt, indeed, not only in -refpe& to their 
1s bc, toll Years, but alſo on account of their Poverty and Di- 


"v4 
1 
, 
15 


n o ref, cf pecially of their Neceſſities in the main and {| 

208 ſpiritual Concerns : Behold ! ſome of them are left " 
Fatherleſs and Orphan, the reſt are, it not naturally b 

Mme 19 Bret, in this reſpect ſo, that their Parents are not in 9 

e „ Capacity to do for them. 

that hut as Poor and Little as they appear, (till they are 

- {ht che Favourites of God, and their Angels go, like Mat. 12. 1., 

vou ma 


Gbriel, they go in and out before Him, and behold 
F a MO 1 5 Ho 
e Face of your Father which 1s in Heaven, 


: * N f 
Ou 
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> And what pity 'tis, that any of them ſhould be 
lt 1170 oc, for want of a ſmall ſhare of our Alliſtance, 
2%. "Which is but their juſt Right, and which God will 
r, 11 require, you ſee, at our hands! What pity I ſay, to 
PP 


ce them, as we do ſome, wandring about the Streets, 
Inorant of God and of their Creed, and left to the 
Scducements of vile and harden'd Infidels, who too 

often 


I nö . 
Lis he . 
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often inveagle them to Vice and an untimely End. 

Let us remember then that they have no depen. 
dance but upon our Charity to prevent their fata 
Ruin, that they have no Friends to help and cxtr. 
cate them out of theſe Labyrinths, but we mult be. 
come their Parents, we their Friends, or elle they 
periſh. 

And O may the Ruler of all Hearts incline us t 
be kind and tender-hearted, and herein to imitat. 
that God whom we pretend to love, by becoming, 
like Him, Fathers to the Fatherleſs and Diltreiled, 
for as much as we know that our Redeemer comet 
quickly, and his Reward is with him, to reward ever; 


Man according as his Work ſhall be. 


Now to God the Father, God the Son, and God 
the Holy Ghoſt, be aſcribed as is moſt due, all Ho- 
nour, and Glory, and Praiſe, Might, Majeſty, an! 
Dominion, henceforth and for evermore. Auen. 
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1 ext. Boobs Printed for and Sold by Tho. Davis, at 
4 . , the ſign of the Bible in Red-Lyon-ſtreet, 
2 in White-Chappel. 4 
rhe HE Practice of Quictneſs, directing a Chriſti- 


e an to live Quietly in this Troubleſome World. 
tree hy Dr. George Webb, Lord Biſhop of Limerick in Tre- 
425 and. With the Life of the Author, and Additional 
72 Prayers for Peace and Quiet. | 
"0" 2 Four ſhort Diſcourſes from the Conſideration of 
> the Eternity of the Soul, the Body, Heaven and Hell. 
Ihe Records of Roman Hiſtory newly'Tranflated 
into Engliſn. | 1 
Ihe exceeding Reaſonableneſs of conſtantly and 
© devoutly frequentiag, as much as is poſſible, the 
Daily Morning and Evening Publiek Præyers of the 
Church of England, and of always and worthily 
| Receiving the Rleſſed Sacrament of the Supper of 
our Lord; in two Letters to a young Gentleman. 
All three by B. Pratt, Chaplain to his Grace the 
Dube of Northumberland. 5 
Ihe Family Jewel, or a Pocket Companion for all 
Devout Chriſtians, in 4 Parts, by J. Rufell. 

The Call of the Son of God, in three Parts, the 
Sccond Edition: With all Mr. David Fones's Ser- 
E Mons, Vicar of Marcham in Berkſhire. 


nd God 
all Ho- 
(ty, and 


Juen. 


And gon may likewiſe be Furniſhed with Church 
Bibles and Church Common-Prayer Books, and all other 
ſorts of Bibles and Common-Prayer Books, large and ſmall. 
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Ri 8 Hiſtory o of U the Bible with Gin, Folio and 

Drarto. | | „ 

Or. Tuplos Life Of Chriſt. 
Q Caſes of Conſcience. py 
"Banker on the New Teſtament. 

Pools Annotations, 
Dr. Bates Works. 

| Fes - Hammond on the New Teſtan ment. 
Flevels Works. 

Char noek's Works. | 
Scot's Chriſtian Life. of 

Ihe Hiſtory of Infant-Baptiſm, in 2 Vol. Oz: 

By WW. Hall Vicar of Shoreham in Kent. 

The Whole Duty of Man's Works in Folio. 

Fox's Book of Martyrs in Three Volumes Foli 
and in Two Volumes OZavo. 

Joſephus's Works. 

er $ Lives and Morals. 


And you may be. furniſbed oh School-Books, an 
all other ſort FO Books, at e A 
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